
Whitney Wolves
Weekly Update!
"Forever is composed of nows." December 11, 2020

Upcoming Events
12/14-12/18: PTO Spirit Week (see below for more information)
12/14: 3:30-5:00: Final After Hours Math Kit Pick-Up

News From Superintendent Drezek

Dear Parents, Staff, and Students of the En�eld Public Schools,
I am writing to inform you that the district will be moving to a completely remote learning program
beginning Monday, December 21st through Friday, January 8th, with a hope to return to our hybrid
program on Monday, January 11th. We are once again experiencing a signi�cant strain on our ability
to safely staff our schools, and this transition to a remote environment will provide the much needed
time for staff to complete quarantine requirements and hopefully allow us to return to our hybrid, in-
person learning plan. As of right now, my intention is to return to the hybrid model on Monday,
January 11th. I say this is my hope; however, with recent COVID-related information, this may not be
possible. I will make the determination if we can return to in-person learning the week of January 4th.
For Monday, December 21st and Tuesday, December 22nd, we will operate on our regular, remote
learning schedules. Wednesday, December 23rd will still be a remote, asynchronous, half day. We will
be observing our holiday break December 24th through January 3, 2021, and all schools and o�ces
will be closed. We will also operate on a remote learning schedule the week of January 4th through
January 8th.
The last wrinkle in this plan is weather. We are closely monitoring the potential for two winter storms,
with the larger, more impactful storm predicted for next Wednesday, December 16th. If there are
weather related closures, we are going to designate those days as remote days, rather than traditional
snow days. If we get a large storm on Wednesday, December 16th and I have to designate Thursday,
December 17th a remote leaning day, I intend to designate Friday, December 18th a remote day as well,
and our shift to remote learning will begin on December 16th instead of December 21st. I do not
believe bringing everyone back for one day before we transition to a remote learning model is in the
best interest of the district, our students, or our staff.



Enfield PTO Holiday Spirit Week

Although I am getting used to sending these messages, they have not been getting any easier to write.
I am sure none of this is unexpected at this point, but I wanted to give everyone as much time as
possible to plan. As I have stated before, my main goal was to keep our kids in person as long as I
could, and that has not changed. It is my hope that there is some light at the end of this tunnel, and
hopefully, when this extended shift to remote learning is over, we can again try to provide some
semblance of normalcy for our students and staff. Your child’s principal will be communicating more
speci�cs shortly, and any school speci�c questions should be directed to your child’s principal.
With the holidays upon us, I hope you all take the time to enjoy your families (even if it is virtually) and
take a much needed break from the chaos of the past few months. I also want to thank everyone for
your patience during this crazy year and for having the faith in us as a district to provide the best
opportunities possible for your children. As crazy as it has been, I cannot tell you how proud I am of
everyone who works for us for doing everything in their power to make this experience as close to
“normal” as they can for our students. I realize this has not been easy for anyone, but I have to remind
everyone that I never met a teacher who studied to teach on a screen, a cafeteria worker who trained
to serve lunch in a parking lot, or a principal who thrived to be a contact tracer. However, every person
did whatever was asked of them to adjust (and most of the time we did not even have to ask), to make
the best of a bad situation, and to remember we are all here to serve our kids. For that, I could not be
prouder to be a part of the En�eld Public Schools family. I hope you have a wonderful holiday season,
and I look forward to celebrating the new year with you all and �nally putting 2020 behind us.
Thank you - and stay well,
Christopher J. Drezek
Superintendent of Schools

Join us for some festive fun next week!



Eli Whitney Bedtime Stories
This week we heard from the teachers listed below. Click on their name to see the video. Make sure
that you are signed in to your child's Teams account to view!
Ms. Vane
Mrs. Martin
Mrs. Spielmann
Mrs. Zenzick
Ms. Semanie
Ms. Stolar
Mrs. Silva

In the next week we are looking forward to listening to stories from: Mrs. Linehan, Mrs. Flanaghan, Ms.
Maggio, Ms. Suleski, Mrs. Slattery, Mrs. Ziba and Mrs. Marchese.

We have had so much fun telling our favorite stories to you each night! Don't forget to check your
Teams pages at 7:30 each night for the link. We will have a story every day through 12/24!

Opting In or Out of Hybrid Model
Superintendent Drezek noted that families may opt back into or out of our hybrid model by
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welcomed back several students who were fully remote learners and look forward to many more.

Live Specials!
Just a reminder that specials are live for all students! Please look at your child's classroom schedule to
see what your child's daily special will be and, if they are learning remotely, what time to log into the
class. While I understand this is another live meeting to be logged into each day, we are excited to be
able to provide all of our learners to access live instruction for all of their classes!

Words of the Day!
This week's words of the day were...

*The Word of the Day for Monday, December 7th was GRACE. Grace can be de�ned as beauty or
charm in form, style, or motion.

*The Word of the Day for Tuesday, December 8th was REASONABLE. In math, many times we are
asked if an answer is REASONABLE. As learners, we need to be able to decide if an answer is sensible
or logical and be able to explain why or why not. We can use a variety of math strategies to help us
determine if an answer is REASONABLE.

*The Word of the Day for Thursday, December 10th was JOURNEY. A Journey is something
suggesting travel or passage from one place to another. A Journey can be through the passage of
time, as in the journey you will take here at Eli Whitney from 3rd grade to 5th grade; or it can be
through distance.

*The Word of the Day for Friday, December 11th was EQUATION. An equation is a statement that the
values of two mathematical expressions are equal.

*Remember, any student who uses the word in a sentence correctly at any point throughout the day
after 10:00am will get a wolf!
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PJ Day for CCMC!
Thank you to everyone who donated to PJ Day for CCMC! It was amazing to see all of our students
rocking their PJs this week in support of Connecticut Children's. Our current donation total as a district
is $6865. We are currently number 1 on the list of donors for school districts in CT. If you haven't had a
chance to donate, it is not too late. Donations can be made online at:
http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/goto/en�eldpublicschools .

Thank you for your generosity in support of Connecticut Children's.

Distance Learning Center
Educational Resources for Children, Inc. is running the Distance Learning Center (DLC) at the En�eld
for all En�eld families who may need support on remote learning days. See information below or
https://erfcinc.org/dlc/ for more information!
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Kate Flanaghan, Principal
Kristen Fitzsimons, Assistant Principal

94 Middle Road, En�eld, CT, USA KFlanaghan@en�eldschools.org

(860)763-7540 eliwhitney.sharpschool.com
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